Stand UP Polk Coalition:

Problem Statement:  The problem is alcohol use for students in Grades 6-12 in Polk County.
 Problem



Root Causes




Local Conditions & Data












(Specific, identifiable, actionable)




According to the 2016 FYSAS report, high school drinkers usual source of alcohol within the past 30 days was : highest if someone gave it to me    36%; someone bought it for me 16 %; some other way  20%; took it from a family member  16 %; bought in a store 10%; restaurant/bar 2%  


Focus group of 20 report that students are getting alcohol from peers.


17% of students in grades 6-12 drank alcohol in the past 30 days. (FYSAS 2016); indicates the highest use among youth of any drug due to ease of access. 








Middle and High school students are drinking alcohol in school. 





Data:FYSAS 2016:  Youth who reported that it would be wrong to drink alcohol regularly Ages 10-14(82.9%) and Ages 15-17 (63.2%)


Polk School Board Survey (2015-16)  52.3% grades 6-12 believe that their friends use alcohol





According to FYSAS 2016,  42% of students see a great risk of harm for 1 or 2 drinks a day and 54% see a great risk of harm for 5 or more. drinks once or twice a week.


Polk School Board Survey (2015-16)  5.6% of students in grades 6-12 have reported alcohol consumption while driving or riding in a car.














Own the Upside results





While alcohol use is trending down, it is still the most popular choice of drug use among teens in Polk County (38.6% middle/high school alcohol use in lifetime/ 23.8 %marijuana, 17.5 %  tobacco.)  Perception of harm towards alcohol among parents and teens still persist in Polk County. .  











Data: DJJ 2014-2015 (latest report) Delinquency Profile report reflects 17 misdemeanor alcohol arrests in Polk up from 9 alcohol intake arrests in 2013-14; 4.4% of high school students report drinking on school property.





Students are getting alcohol from peers, family member, and acquaintances.  





As students progress from Middle School to High School, students are voicing that alcohol use is wrong. 





Middle and High School students perceive that alcohol use is not harmful. 





Data:  FYSAS, Polk School Board Survey





Data: FYSAS 2016,  DJJ Delinquency Profile
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Alcohol





Favorable Use of Students








